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2008 Benchmarks and Documents


 
 
Tennessee set state benchmarks for improvement that increase incrementally toward 
meeting the NCLB goal of 100 percent of students proficient in math and 
reading/language arts by 2014. Likewise, each Tennessee school has its own track for 
improvement based on how the school was performing when the law passed and how far 
it had to go in each category to reach 100 percent proficiency.  


 
 


Tennessee’s Targets for Reading/Language Arts and Math  
Determined by the Percent of Students at the Proficient or Above Levels 


  
  


Elementary/Middle School Level Benchmarks  


School Year Reading/Language Arts Target Math Target Attendance Rate


2002-2003 through 
2003-2004 77% 72% 93% 


2004-2005 through 
2006-2007 83% 79% 93% 


2007-2008 through 
2009-2010 89% 86% 93% 


2010-2011 through 
2012-2013 94% 93% 93% 


2013-2014 
  100% 100% 93% 


  
  


High School Level Benchmarks  


School Year Reading/Language Arts Target Math Target Graduation Rate 
2002-2003 through 
2003-2004 


86% 65% 90% 


2004-2005 through 
2006-2007 


90% 75% 90% 


2007-2008 through 
2009-2010 


93% 83% 90% 


2010-2011 through 
2012-2013 


97% 91% 90% 


2013-2014  100% 100% 90% 
 








Data Explanation 


 
 
Currency of Data: The Report Card and data files available through this Web site are 
current as of November 2008.  


Revisions to Data: Reported data may change due to a number of factors, such as: 
districts correcting errors in demographic data; the Tennessee Department of Education 
(TDE) reviewing and identifying additional data errors; the application of safe harbor 
calculations; and schools being identified as having incomplete data.  


Annually, districts and schools have the right under the federal No Child Left Behind Act, 
to appeal their Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) report that may impact the school's or 
local education agency's improvement status. They must do so within 30 days of the 
August release of the report.  


 








Navigating the 2008 Report Card 


 
 
 
The Tennessee State Report Card is designed to allow educators, parents, and community 
members easy access to the information they need about schools across Tennessee. The 
Report Card can be navigated entirely with nine easy-to-read tabs at the top of each page. 
The tabs allow users to quickly access the exact data they are seeking about the state, an 
individual school district, or just a single school. The 2008 Report Card includes a new 
feature that allows visitors to jump between the 2008 results and the 2007 results using a 
drop-down menu at the top of each page. 
 
Explanation of Nine Navigation Tabs:  
 
Profile 
The Profile section includes demographic data such as number of students, schools, 
teachers, and administrators. You will also find student demographics broken down by 
ethnicity, gender, economically disadvantaged, special education, and limited English 
proficient.  This section also contains the average per pupil expenditure information 
broken down by state, local, and federal funds.  
 
NCLB (AYP) 
Here you will find a chart showing which benchmarks under No Child Left Behind were 
met for the 2007-2008 school year. A Green ‘+’ is the symbol for meeting the goal; a red 
‘X’ is the symbol for missing the goal. Below this chart is a link that reads ‘AYP Details 
Supporting this Summary.’ This link jumps to the exact data (test results, graduation 
rates, etc.) used to determine whether the benchmark was met or missed.  
 
Achievement 
The Achievement tab provides all of the test score data for the state, system or school. 
This includes test scores for all subject areas and the average ACT score. To view test 
score data broken down by ethnicity or sub group, click on the ‘Additional Academic 
Achievement Data’ button just below the tabs. You will be able to select the exact grade 
and subject area test that you would like to view results for.  
 
Value-Added (TVAAS) 
Value-Added data is a measurement of teacher effectiveness on student learning over the 
course of a single school year. Tennessee’s assessments track children from year to year 
to measure if they have learned a full year’s worth of material since the last test. 







Attendance and Graduation 
This tab provides attendance and promotion data for elementary schools. For high 
schools, you will find the graduation rate, dropout rates, and attendance and completion 
rates.  
 
Discipline 
This tab provides information on the number of suspensions and expulsions of students 
and is also provided by gender and by ethnicity. 
 
Teacher 
The Teacher tab provides information on highly qualified teachers in Tennessee, as 
defined by No Child Left Behind, and statistics about the educational attainment of 
teachers. This tab also details the number of waivers and permits. 
 
Special Education 
Coming soon. 
 
Career and Technical Education 
This tab details CTE course enrollment, CTE student demographics and CTE 
achievement indicators. Coming soon. 
 
 
 
 
 








Report Card Explained 


 
 
The Tennessee Education Improvement Act of 1992 established accountability standards 
for all public schools in the state and required the Department of Education to produce a 
Report Card for the public to assess each year.  


Tennessee state law (Tennessee Code Annotated 49-1-601) has since been amended to 
match regulations in No Child Left Behind (NCLB) for meeting required federal 
benchmarks for all schools, school systems, and the state. Additionally, the State Board 
of Education has revised its performance standards and requirements to meet 
performance criteria in the new federal law.  


The goal of NCLB is to ensure that all students in all schools are academically proficient 
in math, reading and language arts by 2014. Until that time, schools, school systems and 
the state will be measured on their ability to move toward that goal. In other words, 
schools, school systems, and the state must show that a greater percentage of its students 
are meeting required proficiency standards.  


Schools, school systems and the state must meet proficiency benchmarks in nine 
subgroups, including five race/ethnicity groups; students with disabilities; limited English 
proficient students; economically disadvantaged students; and the school as a whole.  


The Report Card is organized in the following sections: System/School Profile, NCLB 
(AYP), Achievement, Value Added (TVAAS data), Attendance and Graduation, 
Discipline, Teacher Quality, Special Education, and Career and Technical Education. For 
the 2008 report card, the latter two categories – Special Education and Career and 
Technical Education – will be added at a later time.  


Schools that do not meet required federal benchmarks for one year are assigned the status 
of “Target.” Schools that do not meet the federal benchmark for two or more consecutive 
years in the same category are assigned the status of “High Priority.”  


School districts that do not meet annual measurable objectives in both their 
elementary/middle school and high school levels in a single content area (math or 
reading/language arts) or the additional indicator (attendance rate and graduation rate) for 
the first year are identified as LEA Target status. If the district misses the same, or 
another, single content area at both the elementary/middle school and the high school 
levels for the second year, the district is identified as in LEA Improvement status, the 
first stage of high priority for school systems. 








Report Card Terminology 


 
Above (status): Students in this school made significantly more progress in this subject 
than students in the average school in the state.  


Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP): Adequate Yearly Progress is a measure of a school’s 
or school system’s ability to meet required federal benchmarks with specific performance 
standards from year to year.  


Administrators: These are directors of schools, principals, supervisors, assistant 
principals, etc.  


Attendance: This refers to the attendance rate, the average number of days students 
attend school as compared to the average number of days the students are enrolled.  


Below (status): Students in this school made significantly less progress in this subject 
than students in the average school in the state.  


Criterion Referenced Tests (CRT): Criterion referenced tests measure an individual 
student’s performance against a predetermined set of standards which are established 
based on the curriculum.  


Dropout Rate: The percentage of those students entering the 9th grade that has dropped 
out by the end of 12th grade. Prior to 2007-2008, the Tennessee Department of Education 
used net enrollment instead of membership for this calculation. As a result of changing to 
membership, the 2007-2008 dropout rates may be higher. Membership is the unique 
count of students enrolled as of October 1, whereas net enrollment is a cumulative count 
of students who enroll throughout the school year.  


English Language Learner: Non-English speaking students.  


Expulsion: A student expelled from school is one who is not allowed to attend school for 
a period of time greater than ten days, and they are removed from school rolls during the 
period of expulsion.  


Free/Reduced Price Meals: These children are from families who meet certain income 
criteria making them eligible to receive free or reduced meals at school.  


Gateway Exams: Students who entered the 9th grade in 2001-2002 must attain a score 
indicating “Proficient” or “Advanced” on each of the Gateway examinations in three 
subject areas - mathematics, science and language arts - in order to earn a high school 
diploma.  







Graduation Rate: A federally required benchmark which calculates the percent of on-
time graduates with a regular high school diploma. GED and Special Education diplomas 
are not allowed to count as a regular high school diploma under regulations from the U.S. 
Department of Education.  


High Priority School/School System: A high priority school/school system is one that 
has missed the same federal benchmark for more than one consecutive year. The different 
levels of high priority schools/systems are  School Improvement 1, School Improvement 
2, Corrective Action, Restructuring 1, Restructuring 2 and SEA/LEA Reconstitution Plan. 


Highly Qualified Teacher: Any public elementary or secondary school teacher who 
holds at least a Bachelor's Degree, is fully-licensed in Tennessee and submits the required 
documents to demonstrate competency in the content area(s) being taught.  


NDD (status): The progress of students in this school was "not detectably different" 
(NDD) from the progress of students in the average school in the state.  


No Child Left Behind (NCLB): NCLB was implemented during the 2002-2003 school 
year. It requires schools to have 100 percent proficiency among students in math, reading 
and language arts by 2014. They must also meet graduation and attendance standards.  


Normal Curve Equivalent (NCE): Normal Curve Equivalent is the mapping of 
percentile data into corresponding points in a normal distribution. The purpose is to 
enable data to be analyzed consistent with the Value-Added Report and the Achievement 
Report on the Report Card.  


Norm Referenced Tests (NRT): Gives a comparison of student performance in five 
content areas against a national norm group of students taking a similar test. The 
expectation is that the average score for a school or school system will be at the national 
average.  


Number of Students: Average daily count of students enrolled, which is generally 
referred to as the Average Daily Membership or ADM. The ADM is used to determine 
the amount of state funding each system receives.  


Observed Score: A student’s observed score is the score reported for the student when 
he or she was tested.  


Per Pupil Expenditure (Local, State and Federal): Total current operating 
expenditures on a per pupil basis. Some examples are instructional materials, 
maintenance, and transportation.  


Predicted Score: A student's predicted score is an expected score, based on his or her 
performance on previous tests, assuming the student is in the average school in the state.  


Promotion: Those students who are promoted to the next grade each year.  







SACS Accredited: Southern Association of Colleges and Schools accredits elementary, 
middle and high schools based on rigorous standards for school improvement that focus 
on student performance.  


Suspension: A student who is not allowed to attend school for a period of time not 
greater than ten days and remains on the school rolls.  


Target School/School System: A target school/school system is one that missed a 
federal benchmark in at least one area for the first year. There are no sanctions/penalties 
for target schools/systems. The Department of Education offers technical assistance to 
help keep target schools/systems from becoming high priority schools/systems.  


Teacher Permits: A permit is permission granted to a local school system to employ 
temporarily a degreed individual who does not hold a valid license when the school 
system is unable to obtain the services of a qualified teacher for the grade or subject area 
in which a vacancy exists.  


Teacher Waivers: The teacher is licensed but teaching out of his or her field because no 
other certified teacher is available to teach that subject.  


Title I: Federally funded programs in high poverty schools that target children with low 
achievement.  


Value-Added: Value-added measures student progress within a grade and subject, which 
demonstrates the influence the school has on the students’ performance. This reporting 
provides diagnostic information for improving educational opportunities for students at 
all achievement levels. 
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Tennessee Releases 2008 State Report Card on Schools 
 
NASHVILLE – The Tennessee Department of Education today released its annual 
comprehensive report card on pre-K - 12 education including state, district and school-
level information on  achievement, demographics, discipline and educator preparation. 
State-level results show Tennessee met federal achievement benchmarks in all but one 
category, improved achievement in reading/language arts at the elementary level and 
increased the state’s graduation rate to 82.2 percent.  
 
“Under Governor Bredesen’s leadership, Tennessee’s focus is on raising standards for 
student learning so all students have the opportunity to graduate well-prepared to 
pursue higher education or enter the workforce,” Education Commissioner Timothy 
Webb said. “Our aggressive path of improvement means a better chance for students 
and a stronger workforce for Tennessee.” 
 
Since embarking on the Tennessee Diploma Project in January, Tennessee has passed 
increased academic standards and graduation requirements. Because of this state’s 
commitment to education reform, Tennessee was chosen as one of eight leading states 
to launch the Career and College-Ready Policy Institute, a national initiative to help 
other states graduate students ready for 21st century expectations.  
 
The report card also tracks non-academic indicators that influence achievement like 
teacher preparedness and student discipline. Tennessee’s 2008 report card shows an 
increase in the percentage of courses taught by highly qualified teachers and a 
decrease in student suspensions and expulsions.  
 
“We know schools have a great influence on young people beyond the education of 
their minds,” Assistant Commissioner of Accountability and Teaching and Learning 
Connie Smith said. “Part of school success means providing resources to remove 
obstacles hindering student achievement so they can focus their energy on learning.” 
 
A new feature of the online report card allows visitors to easily jump between 2007 
report card results and the 2008 report card results using a drop-down feature at the top 
of each page. To view the statewide report card, visit http://tn.gov/education/reportcard/.  
 
For more information, contact Rachel Woods at (615) 253-1960 or 
Rachel.Woods@state.tn.us.   
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